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BSIG on Corpus Tools and Statistical Methods

Dr. Ryan Spring introduced a tool he devel-
oped, the Event Conflation Finder (ECF), de-
signed to assist researchers in searching corpora
for event conflation (Spring & Ono, 2024). He
emphasized the tool’s importance in identifying
specific patterns, including phrasal verbs, and
provided numerous examples to clarify the con-
cept for attendees unfamiliar with cognitive lin-
guistics.

He also presented results from studies using
the ECF, demonstrating its ability to leverage
big data to produce more generalizable findings.
Furthermore, from an English language education
perspective, he clearly demonstrated that many
phrasal verb lists fail to consider such conflated
events, indicating a need for reevaluation.

Over 70 participants joined the presentation via
Zoom, engaging in a lively discussion with nu-
merous questions during the approximately 15-
minute Q&A session. As an expert in cognitive
linguistics, Dr. Spring effectively bridged the gap
between corpus linguistics and cognitive linguis-
tics, delivering an inspiring talk that fostered col-
laboration.

The tool is available for download from Dr.
Spring’s website: https://sites.google.com/view/

ryanspring/code-programs-how-to
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