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‘Corpus Linguistics’ or ‘Linguistics with a

Corpus’?
Jesse Egbert (Northern Arizona University)

Corpus linguistics encompasses a vast array of
empirical research. It appears that there is only
one characteristic that holds true for all corpus
linguistic studies: the use of a corpus. I pro-
pose that it is not only possible to use a corpus
without doing linguistics; it is actually quite com-
mon, even in mainstream research publications.
So what do I mean by using a corpus without do-
ing linguistics? Linguistics can be defined simply
as the scientific study of language. I propose that
linguistics requires at least three conditions: (1)
linguistically meaningful variables, (2) linguisti-
cally valid units of observation, and (3) linguistic
description. In the absence of any one of these

three conditions, (quantitative) corpus linguistics



can quickly become nothing more than pattern
hunting and number crunching. In essence, a
computer can perform quantitative corpus anal-
ysis, but only a linguist can do linguistics with
a corpus. Drawing on the research traditions of
syntactic complexity, lexical dispersion, and key-
word analysis, I will illustrate the importance of
these three conditions by comparing studies that

satisfy them to studies that don’t.

NLP Beyond NLPers—the many faces of

NLP in academia and real-world

Sowmya Vajjala

(National Research Council Canada)

Natural Language Processing is an active area
of research and its impact is also seen in many
day-to-day applications we use, from generic tools
such as email software to specialized ones such
as language learning apps. Apart from being
an active area of enquiry in itself, NLP methods
are widely used in many disciplines, from linguis-
tics to economics, from psychology to plant sci-
ence. In this talk, I will introduce some common
NLP practices, show how NLP differs between
academia and industry, and discuss areas where
NLP is useful beyond its home turf, including its
use in corpus linguistics research. Drawing on my
experiences as an NLP researcher and instructor,
I will also touch upon what NLP can learn from
corpus linguistics and other areas of study, and
what is needed to train diverse groups interested

in using NLP methods in their work.
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Using the USAS Semantic Tagset to Ex-
plore Persuasive Language in Jeremy Tay-
lor’s Holy Living and Holy Dying, 1650—
1651

THOMAS, Dax (Meiji Gakuin University)

This presentation reports on the initial stages
of a study on persuasive language in two texts,
Holy Living and Holy Dying, written by Jeremy
Taylor in 1650 and 1651. The purpose of the
study is two-fold: 1) to explore the persuasive
language Taylor uses in his writing; and 2) to ex-
plore the usefulness of semantic tagging in this
type of investigation. The corpus, consisting of
the two Taylor texts (226,035 tokens), was first
tagged with the USAS Semantic Tagset using the
Wmatrix interface. A list of key concepts (seman-
tic keyness) was generated using the Wmatrix in-
terface and concordance lines were consulted for
finer detail on the nature of the persuasive tech-
nique being used. Several persuasion techniques
(such as “emotional appeal”, “attack”, “inclu-
sive/exclusive language”) were selected and se-
mantic tags were identified from the USAS tagset
that related to each of these persuasion tech-
niques. When exploring “emotional appeal”, for
example, the “E” tag (Emotion) was used as a
search item. While not all semantic tags resulted
in useful search results, it was found that Taylor
seemed to prefer negative persuasion techniques,
such as appeals to fear and sadness in his writ-
ing. This is illustrated well by four out of the

top five most frequent Emotion-related items be-

ing E4.1- (repentance), E5- (fear), E4.1- (sorrow),
and E4.1- (sad). By working with a general-to-
specific approach — that is, from persuasion tech-
nique, to general semantic concept category, to
specific lexical item — elements of persuasion in

the text could be readily identified.
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Extending vocabulary profiling to lan-

guages other than English

Laurence ANTHONY (Waseda Uni-
versity), Natalie FINLAYSON, Emma
MARSDEN, Rachel HAWKES, and Nick
AVERY (National Centre of Excellence for
Language Pedagogy, University of York)

Vocabulary profiles of corpora are often cre-
ated as a step towards creating and/or modify-
ing pedagogic materials for a target learner au-
dience. Two of the most used desktop vocabu-
lary profiling tools are Range and its more mod-
ern equivalent AntWordProfiler. For online vo-
cabulary profiling, Web VP tool, which is part
of Compleat Lexical Tutor is a popular alterna-
tive. All these tools can in theory be used to
profile texts of any language. However, they rely
on levelled vocabulary lists where each item in

the list is grouped according to its “word fam-

v

ily”,
rely on each item in a list being a single string

“flemma”, or lemma category. They also

of characters (i.e words). These limitations intro-

duce problems when attempting to profile lan-

guages such as English and French (and almost
all other languages) which are composed of both
single- and multi-word units. They also hugely
complicate the process of vocabulary profiling for
languages with a high degree of declension such
as German and Spanish. In this presentation,
we will first discuss the problems of vocabulary
profiling in English and languages other than En-
glish. Next, we will explain how an existing desk-
top profiling tool was adapted for use at the Na-
tional Centre for Excellence for Language Peda-
gogy (NCELP), UK to assist researchers in the
creation of curricula specifications for the teach-
ing of Spanish, French, and German vocabulary
and also teachers hoping to implement these spec-
ifications. Then, we will explain the next stage of
the project, which is to develop an open-access,

online version of the tool.

A corpus based approach to creating an ad-

vanced wordbook for university students

Satoru UCHIDA, Takehiko SHIMIZU,
Saaya KIMURA (Kyushu University)

The purpose of the present study was to report
on the creation of an advanced vocabulary word-
book for university students. The book, titled
“Word Quest” (Kyushu University Press), aims
to cover advanced vocabulary that students are
likely to encounter when developing their exper-
tise. It contains about 1500 words and phrases
in total with three main sections of “Academic”,
“SDGs” (Sustainable Development Goals) and
“Studying abroad.” The words in the former two
sections are selected based on our original corpus
consisting mainly of academic books and papers.
Some examples are “agitate”, “ephemeral”, and
“viable” from the academic section and “eradi-
cate”, “infectious”, and “sewage” from the SDGs
section. To the best of our knowledge, this is the
first attempt to group words along the framework

of SDGs, and it was reported how we achieved



this objective. It was also shown how we created
this book collaboratively with university students
as an attempt to cover their actual needs in their
current and future studies.

To examine the usefulness of our wordlist, a
quantitative analysis was carried out using on-
line news articles. It can be assumed that news
passages contain advanced vocabularies that are
essential for understanding the current issues
around the world, hence important for university
students who wish to get continuous updates on
the world trend. For this purpose, 408 articles
published in a week were collected from the BBC
website with average length of 681.6 words. It
was shown that 70.6 percent of the articles con-
tain at least three words from the book and 96.1
percent contains at least one. It was also shown
that about one third of the headwords of the Aca-
demic and SDGs sections appeared in the mini-
corpus. Even though the words in our list are
mostly specialist terms and are not high in fre-
quency, the results show that the book success-
fully covers what university students encounter
when they research current and global issues on-

line.
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Sessions 3 and 4 of the JAECS 2020 Confer-
ence took place on October 3 (Sat) and October
4 (Sun), 2020, respectively. The sessions were
a first for JAECS annual conferences in that all
the presenters in the sessions were JAECS non-
members. Session 3 comprised 12 presentations
by international scholars from around the world.
As the session was held in the mid-afternoon,
the time difference dictated that presenters based
in European countries such as Germany, Poland,
UK, Spain, and Turkey would be given priority
for this slot. However, researchers from Saudi

Arabia also gave presentations in this slot. Ses-

sion 4 comprised 10 presentations by interna-
tional scholars from other locations in the world.
As the session was held in mid-morning, again,
the time difference dictated that presenters based
in non-European countries were given priority, in-
cluding Australia, US, Hong Kong, Philippines,
Indonesia, and Japan.

The two sessions were organized in a similar
manner to traditional poster presentation ses-
sions. Presenters in both sessions were asked to
upload video presentations prior to the confer-
ence. These were made available to all conference
participants via the conference website, giving ev-
erybody an opportunity to watch all the presenta-
tions in advance and consider their questions and
suggestions. Then, during the conference, both
sessions were scheduled for 1-hour, during which
time all presenters would be available in sepa-
rate online rooms (on the Zoom video platform)
to summarize their research results and answer
questions. Presenters and participants could also
communicate via a comments section below the
video presentations on the conference site.

The two sessions featured a broad range of
corpus-related research topics, which generated
lively discussion.  Also, according the post-
conference survey, the international atmosphere
generated by the sessions appeared to be well-
received by JAECS members, with many of them
suggesting that non-JAECS member presenta-
tions should become a regular feature of the con-
ference.

The presentations given in Session 3 are as fol-

lows:

e Elen LE FOLL (Osnabriick University). Is-
sues in Compiling and Exploiting Textbook
Corpora

e Lukasz GRABOWSKI (University of
Opole). Phrase Frames as an Exploratory
Tool for Studying Translation Patterns: A
Corpus-Based Descriptive Study



Niall CURRY (Coventry University), Rob-
bie LOVE (Aston University), Olivia
GOODMAN  (Cambridge  University
Press). Investigating Publisher Applica-
tion of Corpus Research on Recent Lan-
guage Change To ELT Coursebook Devel-
opment

Jamie WILLIAMS (Nottingham Trent
University), David WRIGHT (Nottingham
Trent University). Pronominal Ambigu-
ity and Ascriptions of Responsibility in the
UK Daily Coronavirus Briefings

Ibrahim BASHIR (Jubail Industrial Col-
lege), Kamariah YUNUS (Universiti Sul-
tan Zainal Abidin). A Corpus Analysis of
Prepositional Colligations in Nigerian Le-
gal Discourse

Barrios LEYRE (Universitat de Lleida),
Vézquez GLORIA (Universitat de Lleida).
Factuality and Conditional Sentences With
Indicative Mode: A Corpus-Based Study
Rosana  VILLARES  (University  of
Zaragoza). Corpus Linguistics Tools for
the Creation of Linguistic Resources That
Support the Internationalisation of Ter-
tiary Education

Hakan CANGIR (Ankara University),
Taner CAN (TED University). Speak-
ing of Extinction: A Comparative Corpus-
assisted Analysis of the Environmental
Framing in Climate Fictions and the News
on the Net

Yagang CHEN (The University of Edin-
burgh). Exploring the Use of Hedges in
Academic Writing: A Corpus-Based Anal-
ysis Between Chinese TESOL Students
and Expert Writers

Xiaojing CHEN (The University of Edin-
burgh). A Comparative Study of Tran-
sition Markers in Thesis Abstracts From
Chinese Undergraduates and RA Abstracts

From Prestigious Journals

e Mat RAWSTHORNE (The University of
Nottingham). Shared Experience: From I-
Ilness To We-Ilness? Narrative Informed
Corpus Linguistic Analysis of a Moderated
Online Mood Disorders Forum

e Melissa KEMBLE (The University of Syd-
ney). As Good as the Men? A
Corpus-Based Analysis of Media Represen-
tations of Athletes Competing in the New

Women’s Australian Rules Football League

The presentations given in Session 4 are as fol-

lows:

e Martin SCHWEINBERGER (The Univer-
sity of Queensland). A Corpus-Based
Analysis of Ongoing Change in the Adjec-
tive Amplifier Systems of Hong Kong and
Philippine English

e Marine Laisa MATTE (Univates Univer-
sity), Larissa GOULART (Northern Ari-
zona University), Simone SARMENTO
(Federal University of Rio Grande do
Sul), Rozane Rodrigues REBECHI (Fed-
eral University of Rio Grande do Sul). Be-
coming a President: A Diachronic Study
on the Language of Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro

e Yating YU (The Hong Kong Polytech-
nic University). Media Representations of
‘Leftover Women’ in China: A Corpus-
Assisted Critical Discourse Analysis

e Michael HENSHAW (Hokkaido Univer-
sity). A Novel Approach To the ESP Key-
word List: 2815 Entries With Frequent
Lexical Bundles for Data-Driven Learning

e Will LINGLE (University of Aizu). Con-
trasting Narratives: The Greek Financial
Crisis in Newspaper Editorials

e Wilfred Gabriel A. GAPAS (University of
Santo Tomas), Rachelle BALLESTEROS-
LINTAO (University of Santo Tomas).
The Discursive News Values of the 2017



Marawi City Crisis: A Corpus-Assisted
Multimodal Discourse Analysis of Selected
Newspaper Reports

e Ashleigh COX and Eric FRIGINAL (Geor-
gia State University). Comparing Mea-
sures of Directness in Corpora of Essays
Written by Iraqi EFL Learners, Native
English-Speakers, and Advanced ESL Col-
lege Students

e Andrew SCHNEIDER (Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University), Rachelle UDELL
(Georgia State University), Eric FRIG-
INAL (Georgia State University). Sky
High: Building a Corpus of English for
Flight Training

e Muchamad Sholakhuddin AT FAJRI (Uni-
versitas Airlangga). The Construction of
Coronavirus in English-Language Indone-
sian Newspapers: A Corpus-Assisted Dis-
course Analysis
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