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[Cluster Tables: An Alternative Tool to KWIC]
The majority of empirical corpus-based studies rely on Key Words in Context (KWIC) concordance displays for
examining corpus data. KWIC displays provide researchers with useful insights of target language patterns,
especially through the creative use of search queries and sort options. However, KWIC displays have many
limitations (Anthony, 2017), and they are particularly weak at presenting an overall picture of collocation
frequency and strength. Cluster tables (an alternative corpus display that presents collocates by frequency
and proximity to the search term in a clear and intuitive manner) solve many of the critical problems with
KWIC displays and may be more suitable for some corpus-based studies. This presentation will review
concordance methods and look at current implementations of cluster tables in software and online corpus
tools. Examples of using cluster tables for DDL-based vocabulary studies will be examined, and possible future
developments and improvements on current cluster tables will be discussed.



