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Why do you “make a decision” instead of “decide”?

make a decision
1 decide
have
make, take have a drink, take a breath

Quirk et al. (1985)
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paper, Academic books, Popular fiction, Informal conver-
sation 150 600
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decision Q)
...did not make a final decision ...  (2)

...involve making deci-
sions about people ...  (3) I now
needed to make some sort of a decision.  (4)

...make a final decision ...
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The Society for New Language Study In
Geardagum XXIV (2003, ISBN 0-936072-37-7)

Alexandra H.
Olsen (Jimura, A., Y.
Nakao, M. Matsuo, eds. A Comprehensive Textual
Comparison of Chaucer’s Dream Poetry (Okayama:
University Education Press, 2002)
(pp. 81-83)

“A Compre-
hensive Comparison of Chaucer’s Dream Poetry will
show scholars the differences among editions and help
them determine whether they need to consult the
manuscripts. ... This study will contribute to the textual
criticism of Chaucer’s dream poetry and make possible
new and persuasive literary judgments, helping inaugurate
a new and valuable era of Chaucer studies. This book is a
valuable and well presented study which will be of benefit
to Chaucer scholars around the world. Chaucerians owe
the editors a debt of gratitude.” (pp. 82-83)
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