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Abstract

Three years after Dickens’ death, Thomas Power James (henceforth James) added
a continuation to The Mystery of Edwin Drood, claiming that it was written by the
‘spirit-pen of Charles Dickens, through a medium’. This study attempts to clarify
whether the continuation can be considered a posthumous work of Dickens as James
suggested, at least as far as the linguistic features are concerned. Word preferences in
the continuation are analyzed for similarity with those in The Mystery of Edwin Drood.
Methods used are multivariate analyses of the frequencies of frequent words in three
corpora - The Mystery of Edwin Drood, the continuation, and Our Mutual Friend, with
the third corpus added as a reference. The analyses display distinct clustering of
sections included in the continuation, on one hand, and those in the two Dickens’
works, on the other, highlighting differences in terms of word preferences. In addition
to the findings that the continuation is stylistically distinct from the original so that
James’ claim is not supported, this paper also confirms that (i) the most distinct results
are obtained by word-list of narrative — not speech or combinations of both, and that (ii)

high frequency words, up to 100, sufficiently distinguish the authors.
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Nz 54 E LT3 L 72 (Dickens [James], 1873) James (& = Ol %, “By
the Spirit Pen of Charles Dickens, through a Medium.”, > F 1) [James 7%, 10 X
Dickens DE|(ZEPNTT 7 A MEL72b D[ T E—=L L TWwbo KRIZETI,
DR E D Co TRD 3 BIZOWTHEET 5,

(RQ1) 77 A MIART 2EEME L ZLRMBITOFLELHCTHITNT 5
Z LT, ED &ifii SR RF 1 % FER g OB BRI L, iR o U
7% Dickens DR |ZHpN/2b D EE R ) BT LT, Dickens DL EHFMBLL T
WEDE) PERHET 5.

(RQ2) MHHFERBOLEEINTC L D EEWHETIE, 2L OEET 7 A+
MOREERERE, S RO AERT A5EFICIEZE L TWwb (Hoover,
2001, 2002 1) 2%, FEEET 7 A P OBREE, T8RRI L o T L B
TRA MO T 4 OXY, BIHAF % K\ 72 Free Direct/Indirect Discourse D 72
EDVWBEE RN, FRZGWR G I — S AR KBRS ERE AR E LR L, £
CTHEFH BN T T 7 A PR THN L2 E L, OO ARDRE
AW EOREZ L, SRR EOIIRS 2 & OEMEIZDO W
THMOIEEDOBLT D ST %,

(RQ3) HIHGERBOLERMINC L 2 EHHETHVLHEEOE (547
B) 12owTlE, HEEHEIZRRLD OO, A7 150 7% (Burrows, 2002: pp.
276-67), @ A\ Z[E 800 & (Hoover, 2004: p. 455) THREOFEEIESN /2 &
DOWFEDH 5. —HT, BEIEM T ENTIWEH L7 23 V125 ELTr T A
=gt L7z8a, PP 10FETO &1 s 2 a VB ENENOEFEIZELLC Y
NV—=TLENL L OMED H D (Hoover, 2003b: p. 343) . % = C, iBHhHE 7 —
T, EORET V7 ORI KL o THITERICE ) BET L%l L, #
BHEIIBNWT T EERONDBEEROHMERIED S,
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O— &M, SHEMRIESEOB S S DTG T 5 £ 9124 L oHitEF1 2 S,
B., W. H? (1874: p. 219, pp. 221-23) 1%, #¢#i% [Dickens O LD % 7
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T/, FELEY AW (Mr. Grewgious, Miss Twinkleton, Rosa, Jasper 72 &) 7%,
—RED XX T2 5= LTHiPNLTWEDLDOD, Bz 1L [Grewgious

DIEFENHITL—ET LN TR Bz bD L), RosaDENHh b
WEHEE EDH 2 CTHICENEAHIH, Mr Crisparkle D FE55 7> 5 13 PG S A
HRAEALWEEMNIKIGLTWA] LT, AWEEo—EEOXKIN% {56
LTWwh, SHIZEEMMTEICDOWT, SCHEETHBE & hEhioRaH (6,
lay), F5E - BIFOMOA—3, ABANEE O@EZLE O % &% 2517,
X 5|2, realise [realize]® % perceive D E R THW T2 Z &, happen T7% <
transpire %, assoonas C7¢ { directly # i/ L TWwW b 2 &2 &, £ <D
Yankeeisms (7 A V) 7 #FRAOFHEMH) ZiEML T\\2%,

¥ 72, Gadd (1905: p. 272) 1%, ffwicoOWT, [ 5 THEME [ED] Ob DI
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A2, Walters (1913: p. 217) (3 #ifi &, [MAGfECH D, F S ME - JHE
HREENHI L, OELST A AN RINIEE 5 72/E] & Gadd (1905) 12X 5
FIESHAZTIH L THRENICFEL T2, 72720, [FEEihEY - FREHREE,
OCEWT X AT | IZOWTEARIZHIRL T2,
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D 7> 5 Dickens, Oscar Wilde, 33 & UF Jack London &1 % 7% L 72 Doyle
(1927: pp. 343-44, p. 349) (¥, HEFIILFR AT AR LWRERKIZO VTR
ENBHRELELT, [BTIEv2 %588 % Dickens /il e > T b, b
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S TWE] LFFLTWA, T/, FEEFEMRICGED 2922RBIEIR IS 2 5
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800 FECTHHHMEE L7zo TR, HeEOME LGOI >N TR &
D, 700FETHRD LWERIELNZE L TWwWh, F 72 Hoover (2001, 2002,
2003a) 1%, [14 AOTEEIZL 2 291E] DX ) 2% OEE - fER TR S
= XA 55E, BV VA, BXOEEaosr— a yOMER Y
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7z LTwh,
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DT 20% % 5D 5 the, and, of, a B X N to DFEIL, EEIIIZIZEIRA - K
MICEZE TR WL IZEZ 205 FE, FmS 5123 1 DOERNTERAY
SZHWIZKNT 5, Eili_Twh, & 5|2 Hoover (2003b: p. 343) 1, =D
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Fifm A% James DFIZ LD b DTH B I L ITFEV 7R\, AFFZED RQL I, it
i D SARDS James D FiFE$ 5 X 9 12 Dickens D IE PN TTF 7 A MEEN/z
bD, EEZI)BIEFEHEUL T E2ENTH L, —RICEBHEL, BEH
LR B EHEOEME O ATET— 4 %, MEIEMORY & IR L TfTh
N %, Dickens DfEHIZZ CEENTWT, ZOLROEMEETT—5 (%
s —%) 3RS ICELNL5 James DFIZ L B1EMIE, T EWIN 2B
EMICBOD > TR, o ThERE I T T4 AT L HHdH 0 #H
(supervised learning) O FF:E & NZz\vye LA L, RQI 1Z5i#E D KA Dickens
DENEPUTVENE) DOMBETH L s, UiERLETIV— 71T
DT BARAIZ I 2k IC R (multidimensional scaling (MDS) ) & B @) 2
TR =5H (LT, 72928 =4H0) 2w ZRH BT T A
WHNLTWS (HIH, 2016; Hoover, 2001, 2002 i)
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SNt VEdE ED &M 2 /E1C, [F U < Dickens |2 & A {Ef T ED £ V) $54E
B OVE & TdH 5 Our Mutual Friend (1864-65) (LLF, OMF) % ZHHIZM 2
7283 1E& L72° ED & fifiZ o\ Tid, Dickens [& James] (1873)" % 5 &
OCRAF v v LRI ETT 7 A N2 woEEE HHEEG L, MEBRI N
XFEHEBIELTa—2fbL7z. $720OMF D5 7 A MZDWTIE, Project
Gutenberg 725 ¥ v u— FL72E 727 A M 2 L7,

NS EMOL L HEFFEIBICHHE” L, SHERO7ay FREIERT, fEE
FEIFHDMEMBEI CHBLL TW A E) P2 LR L3350, TNEnzo
BBIGE TR L 2723 v2515000 h—27 & 745 5D ICEEATHE
L7 (ED LfwlEFNEN4 s> ary, OMFIZ 12+t 273 302017
Tav), Il KT arOiEREIT e BN 5700, iEoER T
TR THRLLTTHY Y M LT2e TN IEOHO L - FEFHEHBI O b — 2
YEEIATE (Lv) 2K LITRT.

x1 SEROBET—%

A3 FEEAR
FEmE S ED i OMF ED Furm OMF
=8 54,115 | 71,826 | 174,311 | 49,511 | 57,403 | 159,471
B 52% 56% 52% 48% 449 48%
ST 5,440 4,041 8,744 3,547 3,416 6,017
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B, BEOW, AW - %k EoBGEe, amT — < ICBEET 55
&, MEEORE IR, LA ZOREEOSHIHEREZOD L Z LI
O DPRBVDOTHRINT 2LEND L), TIEETIOL ) Lz #Y+
LORESTIERL, FEHICEL CEENZHAMSNREAT 28205 5
(FH4H, 2016: p. 60) o & = TAWIZETIZ, Hoover (2004) %42, [&fk0dE
¥ 70% D S VEaICIRAE S 2B AT 5] Fihz v, AW&ICD
WL E SICTEETHISEMICEA Lz BB, HfmiciZZoMiEs» s ED &
M UEGHEFANEITNDE 20, 20 [10% OIRIEILE] %, (i) ED+ Hef,
OMF @ 2 &%, (ii) ED, f&i, OMF O 3{E%, ®2 A5y FTHHL7. F
TeHDOCIZ AT B AFMRA G OMRE 1L, FERIENT & ZMERAR R RE ) O AFRD
WX BB %2175 (Hoover, 2001: pp. 427-28) 7204 L 72" b
DFEFER %R T 7 A MR - oS - BEEO 3 HEOEREE T — 5 %,
FEE (fT) L2007 ay (Bl) TRIZL, FEEOEMI L O HE
DOETREIEIZY — N L, A7 50, 100, 200, 300, 500, 750, 35 & U8 1,000 © 7 > D
FEHHEE S v TUID L CAMTICH W AR T — % & L7z (322, o Lopl),
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£D fit OMF
4 rzaz 4723 12 923
A A A
;- A 4 NS A
OIN|O2N| --- |OG4N|[PIN |[P2N | --- [ P4N |MIN|M2N| --- |[MCN
the 786 | 826 | --- | 750 | 847 [1221| --- | 033 | 870 | 1032 | --- | 713
and | 456 [ 514 | -+ | 507 | 432 | V21 | -+ | 403 | 491 [ 713 | -+ | 30O
be 347 | 371 | --- | 358 | 420 | 640 | --- | 504 | 378 | 517 | --- | 396
of 436 | 464 | +-+ | 382 [ 301 | 451 | .-+ [ 363 | 433 | 606 | -+ | 375
to | 271 [ 336 | +-- | 351|410 | 645 | -++ [ 479 [ 324 | 433 | .-+ | 326
a 335 [ 329 [ +»- [ 330 ] 281 | 445 | --- [ 302 | 421 [ 472 | +-- | 323
in 260 | 274 | --- | 2471 201 | 319 | --- | 265 | 309 | 370 | --- | 278
have | 115 | 204 | -++ | 207 [ 240 | 326 | .-~ | 280 | 165 | 258 | -+~ | 204
that 111 | 149 | --- | 160 | 237 | 358 | -~~~ | 300 [ 130 | 220 | --- | 202
SEERE with | 161 | 183 | --- | 197 | 122 | 191 | --- | 150 | 184 | 280 | --- | 211
(L mr 134 | 155 | --- | 151 | 146 | 203 | --- | 148 [ 137 | 202 | --- | 138
as 93 153 | .-+ | 140 | 62 83 cee 37 | 133 | 188 | ==+ | 225
say | 120 | 197 | --» | 237 | 80 [ 172 | --+ | 100 | 142 | 283 | -+ | 166
at 73 110+~ | 110 | 106 | 158 | -oo [ 114 [ 125 [ 172 | - | 126
on [ 109 89 | +er | 115) 98 |16 | ++r | 66 [ 112|134 | -o0 | 07
for | 75 | 90 | --- | 83 [ 1090|186 | ++- | 1190 ]| 65 [ 102 | ++0 | T6
s 54 | 62 [++- | 90| 76 | 130 | oo | 05| 64 [ 124 | o0 | 05
by 73 85 ree | 50 56 05 cee 53 87 102 | »-- | 70
but 37 72 ce- | 66 66 96 [ --- | 68 60 | 101 | --- | 63
not 28 50 | --- | 60 75 | 132 | --- 80 46 65 | --- | 47
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fifi# : euc: euclidean, man: manhattan, can: canberra
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