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“Useyour loaf of bread, get ont he dog
and bone and call your trouble and dtrife.”
“Useyour head (loaf
of bread) and call your wife (trouble and strife) on the phone
(dog and bone).”

thedogandbone phone
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e Corpus Linguistics: Past, Present and Future

Jan Aarts

It isonly afew years ago that Chomsky in an interview
maintained that corpus linguistics, as a linguistic discipline,
does not exist, thus showing that where corpora are
concerned his opinion has not changed over the last forty
years. At a time when the use of corpora has become
accepted practice in mainstream linguistics, such a statement
might be shrugged off as the opinion of an old diehard, but it
is perhaps wiser to see it as an occasion for some reflection
on a discipline that has gone through such a rapid
development during the last few decades that there has hardly
been time to think very deeply about the nature of the
ever-growing cluster of research activities that we have come
to cal ‘corpus linguigtics’. In this paper | want to make a
critical appraisa of the various aspects of the recent history
and current practice of corpus linguistics and, on the basis of
this, formulate some hopeful expectations with regard to its
future development. My overdl conclusion will be that
corpus linguistics does exist and can look forward to an
interesting future.

| shall start with some reflections on the nature of corpus
data and their relation to other kinds of linguistic data:



introspective, dlicitation and ‘anecdotal’ data. This will be
followed by a bird’s eye view of the developments that we
have seen in the compilation of English language corporain
the last forty years. In many cases corpus building has also
included linguistic annotation of some kind; | shall therefore
also dea with the pros and cons of annotation in its various
kinds, a topic that partly reflects my personal history in
corpus linguistics. Having dealt with the various databases
that have become available, we must then look at the ways
they have been and are being put to usein English linguistics.
This naturaly leads to questions of corpus linguistic
methodology, an issue that quite recently is receiving the
renewed attention it deserves. After that, we shall have dealt
with a sufficient number of apects of corpus linguistics to

have abasis for an informed look at its future.
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